Survey on the use of modular synthesizers

Short introduction

The goal of this survey is to collect some information concerning the motivations to buy / not buy a modular synthesizer. I will use these in order to write a short paper on the subject of the use of (modular) synthesizers.

The survey is divided into two parts: one with questions for people who have a hardware modular synthesizer, and one for those who haven't got one. After completion, please send this document back to my email address: Johannesvw@live.be
If you have remarks/hints that are not covered by the survey, feel free to add them on the last page. The survey is set up around multiple choice question, but you can add your own answer if you don’t find a suiting one.

Thanks in advance for the completion of this survey,

Johannes Van Wonterghem

You have a hardware modular synthesizer

Please indicate your answers by making them bold (select the answer and press Ctrl+B)

What’s your age?

< 25


25-45

46-65


>65

How long are you collecting and playing synthesizers


< 1yrs.


1-5 yrs.


6-10 yrs.


11-20 yrs.


> 20 yrs.

What type of synthesizer was the first you bought?


(Semi)-modular


Analog monophonic synthesizer


Analog polyphonic synthesizer


Digital synthesizer (e.g. FM, samples, etc.)


VA synthesizer

What’s the most important goal of your synthesizer hobby?


Collecting synthesizers


Making music


Making sounds


Making money


Other: …

What’s the main reason you chose for modular?


The expandability


The sound sculpting options


The freedom in patching


The fact that I can make them myself


The analog sound


The assortment of special modules (e.g. waveshapers, frequency shifters, etc.)


Nostalgia


Other: …

What’s the main reason you still choose for modular?


The expandability


The sound sculpting options


The freedom in patching


The fact that I can make them myself


The analog sound


The assortment of special modules (e.g. waveshapers, frequency shifters, etc.)


Nostalgia


Other: …

What do you think about the recent developments in modular synthesis (patch storage, DSP, etc.)


I’m not interested; I’ll stick to real analog synthesizers


I think that they are a nice addition to a modular but digital technology will never be able to replace all analog circuitry

They are the future; I wouldn’t have problems with an all-digital modular synthesizer (as long as they have real panel hardware)


Other: …

What are the main counter arguments against modular synthesizers?


The cost doesn’t justify the possibilities


They take in too much space

They aren’t very practical to use in my music

They are monophonic (unless you spend a lot of money on them)

You can’t save your patches

Tracking isn’t always as good as it could be

You can’t fully integrate them in your DAW


Other: …

Do you use your modular as a music instrument or is it just a big, expensive toy


In my music almost everything is made with modular synthesizers


In my music the modular is used as any other synthesizer


I use my modular mainly 


I don’t make music with my modular

How would you describe the influence of internet on your modular synthesizer hobby?


Without the internet I wouldn’t have known what a modular synthesizer is or where 
to buy one


I already knew what modular synthesizer is but I wouldn’t have bought one without 
the information/user experiences/sound examples/… the internet provides


I would have bought a modular nevertheless but I learn a lot about synthesis techniques on the internet (forums, blogs, etc.)

Internet hasn’t taught me anything new

Other: …

Do you have other remarks?


……………………………………………………………………………

You don’t have a hardware modular synthesizer

Please indicate your answers by making them bold (select the answer and press Ctrl+B)

What’s your age?

< 25


25-45

46-65


>65

How long are you collecting and playing synthesizers


< 1yrs.


1-5 yrs.


6-10 yrs.


11-20 yrs.


> 20 yrs.

What type of synthesizer was the first you bought?


(Semi)-modular


Analog monophonic synthesizer


Analog polyphonic synthesizer


Digital synthesizer (e.g. FM, samples, etc.)


VA synthesizer

What’s the most important goal of your synthesizer hobby?


Collecting synthesizers


Making music


Making sounds


Making money


Other: …

Why don’t you have a modular synthesizer?


I don’t have enough money


The cost doesn’t justify the possibilities


They take in too much space

They are monophonic (unless you spend a lot of money on them)

You can’t save your patches

They are too complex, I just want to make music

You can’t fully integrate them in your DAW


Other: …

What do you think about modular synthesizers?


I don’t know what a modular synthesizer is


They are obsolete, why would I use these monophonic, voltage controlled synthesizers if I can use modern polyphonic (soft)synthesizers with patch memory?

I like the fact that they are analog, but if I want an analog sound I prefer a hardwired synthesizer

I would like one to use as an instrument

I would like one to process external signals, to add the analog sound to my existing setup


Other: …

Do you have other remarks?


……………………………………………………………………………

